Protecting Our Farms

Shawn Miller, BYU
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If current trends continue, all of
Utah Valley’s orchards and half
of its farms will disappear by
2050.



Food Security

-

Percent of land devoted to each crop in 2007, by county. [ A

0% 20% 40% 60% of county land ‘

Wheat

No cartographically meaningful agriculture in Alaska. Only inhabited islands shown
Soybeans

Guam and
Northern Marianas

Cotton

Hay / Silage

e

Fruits, Nuts, bowsl U'S. frofts ndte, and vegettbies. 23,655 sqme.
Vegetables = ) I
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Source: Utah Soils, Utah State

Geological Information Database, 2023
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What about Utah?

* Currently we have only 331 total conservation easements
e A total of 17,000 acres
* Most are wilderness, not farms

* We have easements on fewer than 40 farms and ranches
* Many are viewsheds for summit county residents

Source: National Conservation Easement Database, Utah Report.
http://www.conservationeasement.us/reports/easements?report state=Utah&report type=All



http://www.conservationeasement.us/reports/easements?report_state=Utah&report_type=All

Because Utah has so little
farmland, we should be more
tenacious than other states in

protecting It.

Or, rather, with so much infertile land on which we
can develop housing and warehousing, it makes
little sense to pave over fertile farms.



